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StarSight Teiecast inc., formerly InSight Telecast inc., is the leading developer of interactive on
scraen television program guides. The company. substantially owned by leading cable opera-
tors, broadcasters. publishers and entertainmerit providers including Viacom international, Cox
Communications, Spelling Entertainment, Tribune Company, Times Mirror Cable Television,
Providence Journal, and KBLCOM, wili be iaunching its service to consumers in the fourth
guarter of this year. The Public Broadcasting Corporation, under its National Datacast sub-
sidiary, has become a corporate partner in delivering StarSight's information over PBS' ventical
blanking interval. The StarSight product electronics or praduct designs are planned to be
incorporated into various modals of new consumer teievisions, VCRs, and cable decoders
manufactured by such manutacturers as Zenith Electronics, Scientitic Atlanta, Ganeral
ingtruments, Goldstar, Mitsubishi, and Samsung.

StarSight's television program information provides the consumer with detailed TV schedule
information inciuding program title, story plot, actors, star rating, program attributes (nudity,
violence, adult themes, stc.) and handicapped program listings. The product aliows the con-
sumer to select out unwanted channels and to determine through the detalled program infor-
mation what programming may be unsuitable for viewing by chiidren. In addition, StarSight will
be providing educational program schedules free into achool classrooms 80 educators will be
able to sort and select programming by theme category such as mathematics and documen-
laries, and subthemes, such as addition and 2oology.
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The StarSignt product also allows ccnhsumers or teachers to choose the titie of the program
selected, press one VCR racord bution, and have the consumer or educator's VCR record the
program by show titte, whenever the program actually comes on. When the StarSight product
is in the consumer or educators VCR, the program will be recorded and stored by title, 3o play-
back is as easy as selecting the program title, pressing play, and the VCR automaticaily fast
forwards or reverses and begins playing the program. This allows the VCR to be used as an
instructional t0o! as well as facilitate the sasy operation of the VCH. For example, the teacher
can request & 5 minute Sesame Street math addition segmant in the regular broadcast to be
recordad by theme sort title “Sesame Strect Math, subtheme addition, and a 5 minute seg-
ment will be automatically recorded when broadcast and played back by titie when neaded by
the instructer and thus used as a supplemental teaching aid.

The StarSight product automatically tunes ¢ a selected cable channel by program title so the
oconsumer need not know the actual channel number of the desired channel. The consumer
merely selects the title of the program desired, presses "tune”, and the television, VCR or
cable decoder changes the channel to the selected show. This cable ready TV and VCR fea-
ture elimates consumaer contusion over cable channe! line-up.

The sforementioned consumer friendiy, education based, parental guidance, handicapped
information, and cable ready TV and VCR, and VCR recording features clearly make cable
and broadcast programming as well as VCR recording more useful and managable.

It CABLE ACT RESPONSE COMMENTS

The Cabie Television Consumer Protection and Competition Act of 1992 identified the need to
rasolve the interests of the consumer of television and VCR equipment with the cable opera-
tor. More importantly, the intent of the act is 10 provide the consumer with an easy to operate
television-VCR-cable environment, and foster & competitive environment so the consumer witl
have economical program choices. Since StarSight will be delivering its product through both
consumer electronics and cable decoder hardware platforms, and has based its produots on
consumer's product desires, (testing StarSight with over 2000 one-on-one interviews in 14
citias), StarSight has no other interest than adopting standards that benefit the consumer and
continue to foster a competitive environment that promotes a variety of program ohoices which
are not restricted by cable.

Over the past several years, we have participated in various joint NCTA and EIA subcommit-
tees 10 develop and set standards. We have reviewed many of the comments provided by

cable and consumer electronics industry companies regarding ET Docket No. 83-7. and would
like 10 make the following specitic comments:
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1. Emerging consumer and education oriented technolcgies and services, such as
StarSight, must be delivered without interference trom local cable operators. These
technologies are in the public interest and make cable more consumer friendly and
sasy to operate. They bridge the gap between consumer TVs, VCRS, and cable sys
tems. They provide the consumer with a way of selecting cut undesgired programming
channels as well as providing the handicapped with better viewing sslections.

2 Teohnologies using the vertical blanking interval of broadcast stations do not
remove rasources from cable operators but instead provide valuable cable features.

3. In deciding wheat are cable ready TV and VCR features, the Commission must
consider emerging features such as integrated program schedule systems that provide
automated tuning functions assisting the consumer in managing cable channels and
new features providing parental control as part of what can be considered consumer

cable ready features.

. CONCLUSION

We appreciate the opportunity to present these views and would look forward to providing fur-
ther input as required. Since we are involved in delivering a set ot consumer driven products
that will work in both consumer electronic and cable hardwars platiorms, we are keenly inter-
ested in furthering a set of standards that aid the consumer and promote a competive and
open architecture snvironment meeting consumer, educator, and handioapped needs.

Respectfully submitted,
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Michael W. Faber
Chaitrman

StarSight Telacast
39650 Liberty Street
Fremont, CA 94538
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